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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 7397 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OVIP, LA 

SUBJECT: LAO PRIME MINISTER'S PLANS 
REF: PARIS 22412 

1. 1 DISCUSSED REFTEL WITH FRENCH AMBASSADOR CARDI TODAY IN 
ORDER TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER HE HAD ANY RECENT INFORMATION 
ON THE STATE OF SOUV ANNA'S HEALTH. CARDI SAID THAT HE HAD 
HEARD FROM PRINCESS MOUNE AND PRINCESS TIANE THAT THINGS 
WERE GOING VERY WELL AND WAS SURPRISED AT MOUNE'S MISGIVINGS 
REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY OF SOUV ANNA'S RETURNING TO LAOS 
IN EARLY OCTOBER. 

2. CARDI MENTIONED THAT, AS WE KNEW, WORK HAS BARELY 
BEGUN ON THE MODIFICATIONS BEING MADE ON SOUVANNA'S HOUSE 
IN VIENTIANE. IT APPEARED TO CARDI AND ME THAT A LONG STAY 
IN LUANG PRABANG WOULD BE IEVITABLE. HE SAID HE WOULD 
COMMUNICATE WITH PARIS REGARDING SOUVANNA'S RETURN 
AND WOULD HINT THAT AN EXTENDED CONVALESCENCE IN 
LUANG PRABANG WAS NOT DESIRABLE GIVEN THE LACK OF 
MEDICAL FACILITIES THERE. 
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